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Methodiſt Inſtructed. 


GENTLEMEN, 
F I am rightly informed, you have 


taken out a licence for your Tabernacle 
at Graveſend, and licenſed yourſelves as Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, under the denomination 
of Independents ; by which, you have unde- 
niably proved, that you are endowed with 
the wiſdom of the Serpent; but, I fear, 
not with the harmleſſneſs of the Dove. 

This was moſt 4/cly done by you, for 
two very material reaſons : for, firſt, there 
is a congregation of well-behaved, ſenſible 
Preſbyterians already in the town, and it 
would not have anſwered your private ends 
ſo well, if you had not diſtinguiſhed your- 
ſelves by ſome other name: and, ſecondly, 
without a licence, you could not have ſet 
apart a place for divine worſhip, without 
having been obnoxious to the penalty of the 
law, which requires it of you. 

But, methinks, you have not ſo fully 
proved your dove- like innocence thereby. 
For, in the firſt place, you profeſs yourſelves 
to be Members of the E/ lablifhed Church, and 
yet you needletily er rour@lves trom it. 
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* 2dly. You pretend a great veneration fo 1 
its doctrine and worſhip, and, at the ſame 13 
time you pray extempore in your tabernacle; 
by which you have introduced a different ; 
manner of worſhip, and ſet afide the form 4 
you profeſs to admire. ; 
3dly. You have licenſed yourſelves under 
the character of Independents, than which, 
(how politic ſoever it may be) nothing is 
more contrary to the government of the 
church you own yourſelves members of : for 
the Independents are a ſect of Diſſenters 
who ſet up for a Church of themſelves, in- 
dependent of all other churches ; govern 
themſelves by their own laws ; and diſclaim 
all foreign power and juriſdiction whatſo— 
ever, whether of Biſhops, Preſbyters, &c. 
which is no proof of your great zeal for its 
diſcipline and doctrine : nor is your claim 
to the ſimplicity of the dove at all ſtrength- 
ened, but rather rendered more doubtful in 
the opinions of all intelligent and impartial | 
au | 
4thly. You have ſet aſide Ordination, 
contrary to the rule and appointment of the 
church, and admit of lay-preachers; there- 
by debaſing the venerable office of the mi- 
niſtry, and bringing that moſt reſpectable 
character into contetypt : which is another 
very great abſurdity and contradiction ; for 
in ſo doing you declare yourſelves to be 
enemics to the church, inſtead of ſriends 
to it, to its molt eſſential conſtitution. 


5thly. * 


(x). 
ethly. If I may preſume, I would aſk | 


you, What is it you ſeparate yourſelves 
from the church of England for? Your 
pretence, I know, is, that the clergy don't 
preach the Goſpel, don't preach Chrift ; and 
that they are all, or moſt of them, mere 
moraliſts, which, in your ſenſe of the word, 


is only a more civil appellation, or name, 


for Heathens, and you cannot edify b 
them. Very civil, indeed, O ye Solifi- 
dians! and no doubt the clergy will as ci- 
villy acknowledge it in their turn. But 
what do you mean by this cant? for it is 
nothing elſe. Do they not preach repent- 
ance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and obedience to his laws, 
each of them as they ſee occaſion? And 
what is this but preaching the Goſpel ? Or 
do you mean, they don't mention the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by way of charm, ſo often as 
you do, on purpole to ſet the multitude | 
a groaning, and conjure up a ſpirit of Fa- 
natici/m, when ever you think it neceſſary, 
in your aſſemblies: 2%, tis confeſſed, 
muſt be very edifying to moit of your 
people.---None, more faithfully than the 
clergy, (at leaſt all within the circle of my 
acquaintance) explain, and recommend the 


laws of Chriſt to their hearers: and pray, 


is not recommending obedience to his laws, 
preaching Chriſt? And is not this Chriſtian 
Morality, which gives you ſo great offence, 
much preterable to your extempore, fana- 


tical. 


tical 1 Pl ati your ſounding from 
your pulpits the name of Chriſt, without a 
rational meaning? and trumpeting aloud 
Faith, without Works ? 
TI would fain know of you, who are the 
beſt Subjects to king George, they who call 
him King, and deny the neceſſity of obe- 
dience to his laws; or, they who acknow- 
| ledge him to be their ene and preach 
up obedience to them ? And, for the ſame 
reaſon, Is not he the beſt Divine, the beſt 
Chriſtian, who ſays, we can neither be 
| juſtified, or ſaved, without Repentance, and 
a ſincere Obedience to all God's Laws? I 
fay, is not ſuch a one better than he, who 
pretends we are juſtified and ſaved by Faith 
alone? But, No, ſay you, this is more than 
we plead for: for, though we contend that 
we are juſtified by Faith alone, we ſay like- 
_ wile, that every ſincere believer will bring 
forth good fruits; and that he will not 
otherwiſe be 3 -u do Jo.---But, 
good Mr. Methodiſt, what neceſſity is there 
then for good works, if we are juſtified, 7z. e. 
if God deems us juſt without them? Th y 
are nothing but filthy rags, as you often 
rightly obſc rve, and of no account in the 
ſight of God, if what you profeſs to be- 
lieve be true; and we ſhall. infallibly be 
ſaved, whether we bring forth good fruits 
or not, as your more conſiſtent brethren the 
Antinomians athirm; 1 Ley rounGly aflert 
this, and, without milicing the matter, 
boldly 


boldly deny the neceſſity of good works; 
either to Juſtification, or Salvation. But 
You, to ſave your credit, artfully plead the 


neceſſity of them to Salvation, and yet, at 


the ſame time, moſt ſtupidly contradict 
yourſelves, by maintaining we are juſtified 
by Faith alone. By which it is very evi- 
dent, you do not underſtand what is the 
true ſenſe of Ju/izficarion ; and muſt mean, 
whatever yon ſay to the contrary, that we 
may be juſtified, and, if juſtified, why not 
pardoned and ſaved without them; the very 
ſame hereſy, in effect, as the Antinomians 
are guilty of : the abſurdity and inconſiſtency 
of which is ſo very great, that I cannot en- 
tertain ſo mean an opinion of you, as to. 
think you will attempt to defend it. 
Be adviſed, then, by one who moſt ſin- 
cerely wiſhes both your preſent, and future 
welfare, to examine carefully the principles 
by which you have been miſled, and not 
ſuffer the vehement and bawling vocifera- 
tions, the emaciated and dejected coun- 
tenances, the fad and mournful looks, the 
diſmal and melancholy ſighs and groans, the 
bombaſtic and affected ſounds and geſtures, 
the antic and hypocritical grimaces of your 


_ preachers, for which they are molt of them 
to very remarkable, any longer to deceive 


you. | 


If you have been led into an error in 
building a Tabernacle (which ſome ſcruple 
not to ſay is erected on a rotten founda- 


tion) 
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tion) you may eafily corre that miſtake; 
as the houſe may be put to many other va- 
Inable uſes, much more to your credit and 
advantage, than what you, in your great, 
and I hope well meant, but miſtaken 2eo/, 
intended it for. And if you improve this 
hint, you'll ſhew your faith not to be an 
enthuſiaſtic faith, but to be truly evangeli- 
cal, built on the foundation which your 
Saviour, and his Apoſtles laid, both in 
their life, and doctrine, by your good worre. 
To conclude : I fo far agree with you (if 
it be your meaning) that faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the "Mr efſias, the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the World, is the only true 
Juſtifying faith, or all the faith that is 7u//7- 
Hing : but this is not the only requiſite ; nor 
can the mere belief of any article of the 
'Chriſtian religion, ſimply of itſelf, juſtify 
any one in the fight of God. We muft 
add to our Faith in his Son, a true and ſin- 
cere repentance ; that is, a thorough change 
of the heart from Vice to Virtue; and (as 
far as in us lies, a uniform, conſtant (not 
partial) obedience to all his Laus: other- 
wiſe, however we may plume ourſelves on 
our ſuppoſed Orthodoxy, or the opinions 
of this, or that perſon, or fett of religion, 
we ſhall never (if there is any trath in the 


Bible) be either ed, ee or r ſaved. 
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